the hero of the poem, to play the game. Thereby the plot
also highlights the inexorability of fate.

A devotee who remembers Lord Krishna at all times,
Yudhishtira failed to seek His views before agreeing to accept
the invitation of Duryodhana to Participate in it. Mahabha-
rata is one of our noblest heritages and its study strengthens
our souls, driving home the futility of hatred and the vanity
of ambition. The conduct of the characters in the epic
should be judged in the light of the then circumstances and
the period during which they flourished. In a court of jus-
tice, not always truth emerges triumphant; certain other
factors govern the success of a party, one of them being the
force of the advocacy. Draupadi argues, when asked to
present herself in an august assembly that those who have
already lost the game, have no authority to use her as stakes.
When she was dragged and when all earthly aid failed, m her
utter helplessness, she implored divine succour and it did
come from God. Though his possessions were restored to-
Yudhishtira, yet he was once again tempted to play.

98. The mobt precious Jewel of women

In scriptural literature there are stories about insects,
birds and beasts conversing; their conversations convey pro-
found philosophic truths and spiritual wisdom. In fact, they
reflect the way the human mind thinks. One such episode
is about the attitude of a woman who seeks information from
her spouse. This has been narrated in the Mahabharata
only to spotlight women's duties.

When a royal couple were resting, the king suddenly
burst into peals of laughter; He was following the dialogue
between two ants, as he knew their language. The female
insect informed the male how she was about to be abducted by
an intruder and how she could resist it and curse him with
the power of her chastity. When the queen insisted on the
king telling her what passed in his mind, he refused to
reveal it as that would cause his death. The adamant queen
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